
Death of "Bob" Carpenter. 
‒‒‒‒‒‒‒ 

 

 Cricketers, especially those connected with Cambridge, will learn with much regret of the 

death, at his residence, Mill-road, Cambridge, of the veteran cricketer and umpire. He accompanied 

the 'Varsity to Liverpool last week, but being unwell did not cross to Dublin but returned home on 

Thursday, where he died two days later.  

 

 Robert Carpenter was born in Cambridge on November 18th, 1832. He was twenty-seven 

years of age when he played in his first match at Lord's for the United England XI. against the 

England XI. on June 7 and 8, 1858. His debut was most successful, as in the first innings he was top 

scorer with forty-five out of 155, and although he failed to contribute more than a single in the second 

venture, he was largely instrumental in his side's victory by four wickets. He was the finest exponent 

of purely back-play probably that has ever lived. A powerful hitter, with great caution and self-

possession, he was rarely enticed out to a ball, although at times he hit well to all parts of the field. 

His favourite stroke was to square-leg, and in the match between Gentlemen and Players at the Oval 

in 1860 he accomplished the then unique performance, in the course of an innings of one hundred and 

nineteen, of making a square-leg hit clean out of the ground, and another on to the top of the pavilion, 

both enormous strokes.  

 

It was in 1861 that he startled the cricket community with his play. Nowadays, with perfect wickets 

and a considerably larger number of matches, it is, of course, common for first-class cricketers to 

score a thousand runs during the season. In Carpenter's day, however, it was an exceedingly rare 

occurrence. "Bob" achieved the feat in the seasons of 1861 (1,368 runs), 1862 (1,198 runs), 1863 

(1,064 runs), and 1866 (1,096 runs). In the first-named season he played a grand innings of 100 

against Surrey. Of this innings, Parr (than whom no greater judge of the game ever existed) has 

written that it was "probably the greatest display of batting the world had even seen." On that 

occasion it is worth noting that Carpenter was playing for Cambs. against Surrey. Cambs. made 329 

(an enormous total in those times), and beat Surrey by two wickets. In the same match, Tom Hayward 

and Julius Caesar (Surrey) also topped the century, and a collection of the ground realised £48, which 

was presented to the three players. At this time Carpenter in company with two other Cambs. 

cricketers, "Pepper" Tarrant and Tom Hayward, played regularly for England, and was the mainstay 

of the batting. For the North v. South, Carpenter was a most consistent scorer—52, 73, 75, 71, 89, 62, 

and 57. In 1871 he also scored 72 (not out) and 73 for the Players against the Gentlemen. 

 

 Carpenter and Hayward received invitations to go with the English team to America in 1859, 

and both accepted, and, needless to add, proved worthy of their places. 

 

 It was in 1864 that Robert Parr organised a team visit to Australia, and let us at once say that 

his was the only English team that ever went to that Colony and returned unbeaten. The greatest care 

was exercised to get the strongest team, and the 3 Cambridge men mentioned above were at once 

chosen. Parr's XI. played in all 16 matches, 10 of which were won, the remaining six being drawn, in 

every instance greatly in favour of the visitors. If anything was needed to press Carpenter's claims to 

be considered one of the three finest bats in the world at that period, this tour furnished it.  

 

 At the end of the tour he headed the batting averages with 22 runs per innings (exceptionally 

fine when it is remembered that in every instance there were 22 men in the field against him). The 

greatness of this achievement will be further acknowledged when it is stated that, outside Carpenter's, 

the highest individual innings of the tour was 65. Tom Hayward was second in the averages with 18, 

and "Pepper" Tarrant bore the brunt of the bowling. One fact more in connection with this tour proves 

the all-round excellence of Carpenter's cricket. Whilst in Australia, he brought off no fewer that 64 

catches, which gives an average of four a match. 

 

 Of late years he followed the profession of an umpire in which capacity he officiated in 

county matches until his eyesight failed him a few years ago, since when he has been chiefly 

connected with Cambridge University fixtures. 

 

 In 1897 the University Cricket Club gave Carpenter a benefit, the match v. Hampshire being 

chosen. Unfortunately, the game lasted barely two days. A shilling fund was also started in this 

journal, and met with fair support. 



 

 Much sympathy is expressed for the family, especially Herbert Carpenter, who this week 

receives a well-earned benefit from the Essex Club. 

 

 The following is from to-day's "Daily Telegraph":‒ 

 

 As an active player, Carpenter was only a name to present-day cricketers, but no one who has 

any knowledge of the history of the game in the last forty-five years will need to be told that he was 

one of the really great batsmen of his time. His first match—the United Eleven against the All 

England Eleven, in 1858—established his reputation, and he never looked back, remaining in the front 

rank till he was over forty. For several seasons he and the late Tom Hayward were by general consent 

the two best bats in England. It was difficult to say which was the better of the two, their methods 

being so dissimilar, but, though Hayward had an immense superiority in point of style, Carpenter was 

thought to be the harder man to get out.  It was a curious fact that, though they were so closely 

associated on the cricket field, Carpenter belonged to the United Eleven and Hayward to George 

Parr's All England team. Thus, in the matches between the two elevens, which in the early sixties 

were the big events of the season, they always played on opposite sides. In conjunction with George 

Tarrant they made Cambridgeshire for a few years one of the great cricketing counties.  

 

 Owing to the now half-forgotten schism between the Northern and Southern players which 

followed the season of 1862. Hayward and Carpenter did not appear at the Oval for several years, and 

only played on rare occasions at Lord's, most of their time being given up to matches for the travelling 

elevens against local eighteens and twenty-twos. If one remembers rightly, however, the complete 

breach with Lord's only lasted for three or four summers. The quarrel was finally made up in 1870, 

and great interest was excited when, in company with George Parr, Hayward and Carpenter formally 

returned to Lord's. All three took part in the Whit-Monday match between North and South. Hayward 

and Carpenter having played a few weeks before for "Righthanded against Lefthanded." Carpenter 

was still at his best, and in the Whit-Monday match played a magnificent innings of 73 against the 

bowling of Southerton and Willsher, but Hayward—never a man of robust constitution—had sadly 

gone off, and retained little beyond his incomparable style. George Parr, playing his last match at 

Lord's, made a good end, staying in a long time with Carpenter and scoring 41. He had appeared first 

on the ground twenty-five years before. As a final proof that all disagreements had been healed up, the 

Surrey and Cambridgeshire match was revived for one special occasion at the Oval in 1871, and 

Hayward and Carpenter, who in their younger days had done great things together on the Surrey 

ground, recalled pleasant memories by their fine play. Carpenter scored 26 and 87—both times not 

out—and Hayward, giving at least a suggestion of his former brilliancy, made 33 and 40.  

 

 The two batsmen went to America with the English eleven in the autumn of 1859, and in 

conjunction with Mr. E. M. Grace were the great stars of the splendid eleven that toured in Australia 

under George Parr's captaincy in the winter of 1863‒4. At the time, both were at the height of their 

celebrity. Carpenter was essentially a back player, and rarely went forward except when he meant 

hitting. No one in the old days of rough wickets at Lord's could come down on a shooter with greater 

certainty, and W. G. Grace himself scarcely possessed a stronger defence. Though specially noted for 

his skill on rough grounds, however, Carpenter keenly appreciated a good wicket when he found 

himself on one, and twice at the Oval he made over 100 for Players against Gentlemen, scoring 119 in 

1860 and 106 in1861. He and Hayward were in the England team against Surrey in the memorable 

match of 1862, in which Willsher was no-balled by John Lillywhite, and they contributed largely to 

England's total of 503, Carpenter making 94 and Hayward 117. The two cricketers were so closely 

connected that one never thinks of one without the other.  

 

 Hayward died in July 1876, after Carpenter had played in his last big match. Their names live 

on in the cricket of to-day, Carpenter's son being the present Essex batsman and Hayward's nephew 

[Tom Hayward] the great player in the Surrey eleven. Of Carpenter's professional contemporaries in 

his younger days there are not many left, but Caffyn, George Anderson, George Atkinson, and John 

Jackson are still surviving. Alfred Shaw, William Oscroft, Tom Emmett, and others often played with 

him, but they only began their career after he had reached his highest point. 
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Source: Cambridge Daily News, 15 July 1901 


