Obituary
Mr. GILBERT CARMICHAEL, M.A.
Lieutenant. 2nd 6th Manchester Regiment.
Mr. G. Carmichael was appointed Latin and History Master at the School in May, 1914.
He was a graduate of Edinburgh University and had had a distinguished career both at
school and at College. He left Wallace Hall Academy, in Dumfriesshire, as Head Boy of
the School, being placed First in English, First in German, First in Latin, and First in
Mathematics. At Edinburgh University in addition to being a keen student in Arts he
took a lively interest in the Sports Field and received his Athletic Blue and Football Blue.
In the Inter-University Sports in 1905 he took First Place in the Broad Jump against all
competitors from the four Scottish Universities.

Before his appointment at Keighley he was Assistant Master at March Grammar School
for two years, at Ashville College for four years and at Stafford Grammar School for about
six months.

Mr. Carmichael succeeded his brother, Mr. Andrew Carmichael, M.A., at Keighley, when
the latter left the School to take a post at Johannesburg. Mr. Andrew Carmichael was a
greatly respected Master who ranks amongst the first who have ever served in the School
in the affection of his colleagues and the boys. Once can give no higher tribute to Mr.
Gilbert Carmichael’s memory than to say that in every way he took his brother’s place in
the boys’ regard. He took a deep interest in every side of the School’s welfare and when
he left to take his place in the Army in December, 1916, a vacant place was made in the
Staff that has never been filled since his departure.

Mr. Carmichael entered the Army on January 1st, 1917, and was trained at Brockton and
Cambridge with the Artists’ Rifles. He left for France in October, 1917, as Lieutenant in
the Infantry. He spent the winter in the trenches and was in the front line about twelve
miles south of St. Quentin when the Germans opened their offensive on March 21 st. Mr.

Carmichael was killed by a shell just as the Germans made their attack. He was greatly
respected by his men, and in a letter sent by Lieut.-Col. Melville, his Officer Commanding, to Mrs. Carmichael, he is spoken of as one of the best and most reliable of his Officers. The letter sent by his Captain is worthy of a place in our Magazine: -

April 8th, 1918. Dear Mrs. Carmichael,
The depth of our sorrow in the loss of our dearest comrade enables us to realize what an irreparable loss you have suffered; and for you and the little daughter – of whom we heard so
much – it is left to me to express our deepest sympathies.
Such was fate that I was on leave and your husband was in command of the Company. With
him were as gallant and brave a set of lads as ever one could wish for.
When the onslaught came two courses were open. They could withdraw or they could stand
their ground and fight to the last. For such men only one course was considered; and so it
comes about today that not one of those officers and men is with us.
Mr. Carmichael was killed by a shell and the message containing the news was the last to
reach the Battalion Headquarters. Since then we have heard no further news of any of them.
And so, unfortunately, his kit and private possessions will not be able to be recovered. Let us
hope the enemy may forward on to you anything they get.
Again let me offer our very sincerest sympathies in the loss of such a gallant husband, who
was ever in the six months he was with us one of the very best.
Believe me, Yours very sincerely,
Cyril Hargreaves, Captain.

Every one who knew Mr. Carmichael had the highest regard for him, and we his colleagues, and the boys all offer to Mrs. Carmichael and her little daughter our respectful
sympathy in the great loss which they have sustained.

(The Keighlian, November 1918)

