
FUNERAL OF SERGEANT BULMAN 

‒‒‒‒‒‒ 

At Cambridge. 

‒‒‒‒‒‒ 

THIS AFTERNOON. 

______ 

 

 The funeral of the late Sergeant Bulman, a member of the Loyal Suffolk Hussars and 

Lieutenant of the Cambridge Volunteer Fire Brigade, took place this (Thursday) afternoon, and was 

attended with every token of respect and sympathy. It was a remarkable demonstration on the part of 

all sections of Cambridge life, and rightly so, for the dead sergeant had given up his life for his 

country. A military touch was imparted to the ceremony by the presence of members of the Loyal 

Suffolk Hussars, Imperial Yeomanry ‒ dressed in khaki. The Cambridge, Chesterton, and Huntingdon 

Fire Brigades also attended. 

 

 The neighbourhood of the deceased's father's residence at Hills-Road was thronged by a well-

conducted crowd long before the time of the funeral. At five minutes to two the Loyal Suffolk 

Hussars, Imperial Yeomanry, the Cambridge Volunteer Fire Brigade (under Captain H. E. Greef) , the 

Chesterton Fire Brigade (under Captain A. B. Whibley), and the Huntingdon Fire Brigade (under 

Captain J. Wood-Ingram, late chief officer), formed up in front of the house, and a few moments later 

the coffin was borne out, covered with the Union Jack, and bearing the deceased's busby and sword of 

the Loyal Suffolk Hussars, and his helmet, axe, and belt of the Fire Brigade. The bearers were eight 

men of the Cambridge Volunteer Fire Brigade, and the pall bearers were Captain Greef (Cambridge 

Fire Brigade), Captain Whibley (Chesterton Fire Brigade), Sergeant Langley (Loyal Suffolk Hussars), 

and Sergeant-Major Craig (Imperial Yeomanry). 

 

 The trumpeter of the Loyal Suffolk Hussars having sounded "The Last Post," the cortege 

moved off to St. Paul's Church, where, in the presence of a large congregation, the first portion of the 

beautiful Burial Service was read by the Rev. Dr. Stokes (vicar), assisted by the Rev. C. J. Procter 

(vicar of Holy Trinity, Cambridge). Among those in the church were Captain Stevens, Messrs. W. G. 

Bell, T. Coulson, Newton Digby, and F. Ward (representing the Cambridge Fire Brigade and General 

Purposes Committee of the Town Council), and representatives of the York Club and the Cambridge 

and District Butchers' Association. The cortege was met at the church door by the clergy, Dr. Stokes 

reading the opening sentences. The first hymn was "Oft in danger, oft in woe," and after the 90th 

Psalm had been sung, and the usual lesson read by the Rev. C. J. Procter, "Brief life is here our 

portion" was sung. At the conclusion of this part of the service the organist played the Dead March in 

"Saul," the congregation standing. The body was being borne from the church to the strains of 

Mendelssohn's "O rest in the Lord." 

 

 Outside an imposing procession was formed. First came the band of the Cambridge 

Volunteers, under Bandmaster A. A. Horlock, then the Loyal Suffolk Hussars, the Imperial 

Yeomanry, and the Fire Brigades; then the coffin, with bearers and pall bearers, and behind these 

came Quartermaster Heal, carrying a magnificent cross, composed of arum lilies, tulips, violets, lilies 

of the valley, geraniums, and camelias. The cross bore the inscription, "With deep sympathy, from 

Quartermaster Heal and members of the D. Y. O. Loyal Suffolk Hussars." Two other floral tributes 

were carried behind the bearers, one by Bandsman Jackson, of the Yeomanry, a design of red, white, 

and blue flowers in the form of a Union Jack, "From his heart-broken parents. He gave his life for his 

country," and the other, borne by a sergeant of the Imperial Yeomanry, composed of white flowers in 

the form of a cushion, with a sword of violets, "In loving remembrance, from his ever sorrowing 

sister."  

 

 Then came the morners, who were:‒ (First carriage), Mr., Mrs., and Miss Bulman; (second 

carriage), Mrs. S. Morgan (aunt), Mr. Walter Brundle, Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Charles Newman 

(cousins); (third carriage), Mr. and Mrs. William James, Mr. Edward Newborn and Miss Leslie 

Brundle (cousins). The procession, the band playing the Dead March in "Saul," wended its mournful 



way down Hills-road, Glisson-road, into Mill-road, to the cemetery. The whole route was lined with 

spectators, who, without exception, showed respectful sympathy. This, indeed, was the distinguishing 

feature of the crowd, both in the streets and in the cemetery. A more orderly and subdued body of 

people has never been seen at Mill-road Cemetery. 

 

 Arrived here, the military escort divided, and allowed the coffin and mourners to pass through 

on the way to the grave-side. The concluding portion of the service was soon over, and the coffin 

lowered into a vault, lined with evergreen, and studded with white blooms. The coffin bore the 

inscription:‒ 

WILLIAM EDWARD BULMAN, 

Died March 12th, 1901, 

Aged 29 years. 

"Thy will be done." 

 

 Among the profusion of floral tributes, in addition to those already mentioned, were the 

following:‒ "With sincere sympathy, from the Chesterton Fire Brigade," "In loving remembrance, Mr. 

and Mrs. Chas. S. Palmer," "In loving sympathy, from Walter and Kate," "With deepest sympathy, 

Mr. S. Saunders," "From Captain and Mrs. H. E. Greef, with deepest sympathy," "A token of loving 

affection, Alfred and Lottie," "A token of regard for one who has given his life for his country, from 

Mr. C. H. Banham and family," "With deepest sympathy, from Aunt and Uncle Morgan," "In 

remembrance of a genial friend, from Fred Saunders," "In loving sympathy, from M. Genn," "With 

love and sympathy, from Mr. and Mrs. Goodley and family, Knapwell," "With sincere sympathy, 

from Mr. and Mrs. W. Coulson," "From the York Club, in remembrance of a valued member," "With 

deepest sympathy, from Mrs. Whitmore," "With Mr. and Mrs. G. Clarke's deepest sympathy," "With 

Trooper Sleigh, Mrs. and Miss Sleigh's deepest sympathy," "With deepest sympathy and respect from 

the Cambridge and District Butchers' Association," "Cambridge Volunteer Fire Brigade, with deepest 

sympathy from his comrades," "In affectional remembrance, from old friends, Kate and Billy," "With 

Chas. Rowell's deepest sympathy," "With deepest sympathy, from Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Peake," 

"Deepest sympathy, from Trooper F. Christmas, a friend and comrade." 

 

 Wreaths and crosses were also received from A. Rose, Ted Owen, B. and L. Chamberlain, 

Mr. and Mrs. Coulson and Sydney Coulson, "In affectionate remembrance from friends in Trinity-

street," "In sad remembrance, from Deb," "G. and W. Bolton, from Florence and Edwin," "From 

Uncle, Aunt, and Family," and "From a Lady Friend." 

 

 Mr., Mrs., and Miss Bulman tender grateful thanks to the people of Cambridge for the 

respectful sympathy shown during the progress of the funeral to the Cemetery. 

 

 The funeral arrangements were carried out by Messrs. Robert Sayle and Co. 

 

=============== 

 

Source: Cambridge Daily News, Thurs 14 March 1901 

 


