
Benjamin Robert Thompson (1896 – 1916) 

(Monologue can be delivered by a male or female actor or both as a duologue) 

 

“Greater love hath no man than this that a man lay down his life for his friends” 

 

Friends they come and go and especially in times like this.   

 

Your Country Needs You, says Kitchener.  You’ll have a better life with new 

opportunities. A new continent – of course Benjamin fell for that one! 

 

Benjamin’s battalion is what we used to call them, the Cambridge Gang.  All friends 

together! 

 

(Pleading friends) 

Don’t go Benji! Please don’t go. You know you’ll have to stay. Please don’t leave us. 

Please just stay. You know you’ll miss us. 

 

(Benjamin’s response) 

I have to go. I cannot stay. I have to fetch them in.  

 

(Friends response) 

Forever the hero, forever the ‘cad’ a gentlemen that’s true   

Please stay Benji. We need you Benji 

You’re part of the Cambridge Blue. 

 

Benji’s battalion in the Battle of Somme 

First of July and so many have gone 

Gone to green pastures or fallen for sure 

And here come the casualties, falling, galore! 

 

Our Benji got wounded by shell fire we’re told 

But as ever, still smiling and big, brave and bold 

Rescuing others from ‘No man’s land’ 

What a hero, our Benji, let’s give him a hand. 

 

Or three cheers to Benji, hip, hip, hip hooray 

But mourning was inevitable at the end of the day! 

The second of July was that dreaded date 

When Benji started his journey to his final fate 

 

A month on, in August, the fourth so I’m told 

No life left, a corpse, Benji’s body all cold 

A fighter, a hero, a trooper that’s you 

Died in honour and glory for the red, white and blue! 

 

“Greater love hath no man than this that a man lay down his life for his friends” 
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Commentary: 

 

Benjamin Robert Thompson died aged 20 on 4 August 1916 in the military hospital at 

Whalley, in Lancashire.  He was awarded the Military Medal, which was a level 3 

Gallantry Award. 

 

 

 

 

 


