
(Report published in The Times, 31 January 1918) 

 

THE MEDITERRANEAN LOSSES. 

SINKING OF THE ARAGON AND OSMANIEH. 

800 CASUALTIES IN TWO SHIPS. 

 

The Secretary of the Admiralty makes the following announcement:-  

The Transport Aragon (Captain Francis Bateman in command) was torpedoed and sunk in the 

Eastern Mediterranean on December 30.  One of his Majesty’s destroyer, while picking up 

the survivors from the Aragon, was herself torpedoed and sunk, as reported in the communi-

qué of January 7.  The Mercantile Fleet Auxillary Osmanieh (Lieutenant-Commander D. R. 

Mason, R.N.R., in command) struck a mine and sank in approximately the same locality on 

December 31.  The casualties were as follows:- 

 

 OFFICERS. CREW.  MILITARY 

OFFICERS. 

MEN. FEMALE 

NURSES. 

Aragon 4* 15 10 581 - 

Osmanieh 3* 21 1 166 8 

 

These are the two vessels which were referred to in the House of Commons on January 23.  

All the next-of-kin have now been informed. 

* Including the captain. 

 

SUNK WITHIN TWO MILES OF PORT. 

(FROM A CORRESPONDENT.) 
 

The Aragon was on a voyage between two ports in the Mediterranean, and had got to 

within two miles of her destination when she was attacked by submarines at about 9 

o’clock on the morning of December 30.  The blow was well aimed, and did considerable 

damage.  Captain Bateman, who is among the missing, at once gave orders for the life-

boats to be got ready.  At the same time a message for help was sent out by wireless, and 

several vessels came to the aid of the stricken ship. 

 The attack caused some excitement on board the Aragon, but there was complete or-

der among all ranks; the ship’s crew acted most gallantly, and worked strenuously to get 

the lifeboats out.  Fortunately the sea was calm, but it was a fight against time, the end of 

the Aragon being hastened by the firing of a second torpedo, which caused her to sink very 

rapidly. 

 The Admiralty has announced that one destroyer was sunk in the act of rescuing men 

from the water.  It is stated that the destroyer in question had picked up a large number of 

men before she was torpedoed.  The destroyer sank rapidly, and all the men were thrown 

into the water, many of them losing their lives. 

 The fact that none of the female nurses on board were lost is a remarkable tribute to 

the work of the crew, for there were 40 of them on board at the time of the disaster. 

 The survivors left for home over a week ago. 

 



THE LOSS OF THE ARAGON. 
 

 The crew of the Aragon, who were practically all Southampton men, had served in her 

for two years, and it had been decided to send them home on leave after their long period 

of service in the Mediterranean.  A relief crew was being got together at Southampton, and 

many a home was anticipating with pleasure the return of the men.  Then came the news 

of the loss of the ship, and the office in the docks was besieged by anxious inquirers.  Af-

ter a week’s waiting it was announced that the casualties among the crew numbered 19. 

 Those counted as dead or missing are:- 

The captain, the chief officer, the purser (who died in hospital), the chief engineer, and the 

following members of the crew:- 

R. Jack, carpenter’s mate; T. Vibert, in quartermaster’s stores, living in Compton-road, 

Southampton; C. Ch. Coles, an able seaman, of Melbourne-street, Southampton; W. Petty, 

able seaman, of West-Wellow, Hampshire; W. Head, greaser, of College-street, South-

ampton; S. Ingram, fireman, Boundary-lane, Southampton; C. Matthews, trimmer, Con-

dor-road, Woolston, Southampton; S. Watts, fireman, Spa-road, Southampton; E. Gordon, 

printer, Southampton; W. Cambridge, stores department, belonging to London; F. Hign, 

assistant cook, belonging to London; B. Jewell, a baker, of Eastleigh, Southamton; also 

two lascar trimmers. 

 The Aragon, a twin-screw vessel of 9,580 tons, belonging to the Royal Mail Steam-

ship Company, sailed from Southampton on her maiden voyage on July 14, 1905, having 

been launched from Messrs. Harland and Wolff’s yard at Belfast by Lady FitzWilliam.  

She was the first of the company’s well known “A” steamers, and she surpassed in size 

and luxury any vessels previously in the South American trade.  Of other and larger ves-

sels of the “A” class, the last added to the service was the Alcantara, of 15,700 tons, which 

distinguished herself in a fight in the North Sea with the German raider Greif, against 

which she made a gallant struggle before she eventually sank.  The Asturias, another of the 

“A” boats, which has served as a hospital ship, has twice been attacked by enemy subma-

rines.  Over two years ago a torpedo narrowly missed her as she was lying off Havre, but 

last year she was torpedoed without warning, and as a result 33 lives were lost.  Another of 

the “A” boats torpedoed was the Arcadian, which was sunk in the Mediterranean with a 

loss of 370 lives. 

 The Osmanieh was the largest vessel of the Khedivial Mail Steamship Company.  She 

was of 4,041 tons, built by Swan, Hunter, and Wigham Richardson (Limited) in 1906.  

Her speed was 17 knots. 

 


